CHAPTER    XIV
THE RUSSIAN MOBILIZATION AND GERMAN
SOCIAL DEMOCRACY
BETHMANN-HOLLWEG desired not only to convince British
public opinion, but also his own countrymen of Germany's
right to defend herself against the Russian aggression,
and in particular (as Eugen Fischer has noted),(i) he
endeavoured to gain the adherence of the masses from
whom the powerful Social Democratic Party was recruited:
in which undertaking he was wholly successful.
At the very end of July and during the earliest days
of the month of August a change of front took place in
the attitude of the German Socialists. For several years
Social Democracy had maintained that the duty of an
anti-militarist party hostile to standing armies was to
oppose war, which would array against one another those
who ought naturally to be brothers, the proletarians of
all countries; and day by day during the crisis it de-
nounced the bellicose policy of the Ballplatz and the
Wilhelmstrasse. Then, all at once, Social Democracy
rallied to the Government. On August 4th its repre-
sentatives in the Reichstag voted war credits, just like
the members of the "capitalist and imperialist" bourgeois
parties. In order to explain this historical phenomenon,
it is necessary to follow the course of events in detail*
The German Socialists9 Opposition to War
Ever since July 2ist, Vorwarts (the official organ of the
party) its executive committee, and its delegates to the